The fiction of possible themes

‘According to Ecclesiastes, there is no new thing under the sun. That
aponymous Preacher was speaking, of course, from the vantage point of an Earth
assumed to be at the centre of the cosmos. Eventually, science established a
different perspective.  And then came science fiction, recklessly proclaiming an
infinity of new things under an infinity of suns’. (Edmund Cooper)

in 1954, the Astronomer Royal claimed that a man would never get out into
space. That same year, Edmund had his first SF novel published - 'Ferry Rocket' -
though under a pseudonym. He was also writing an SF short story, The Intruders.
Both the novel and this story are about people going to the moon in space ships;
the short story being of the first ever expedition to the moon, and the novel set
mainly in and around a lunar city. Both feature sandy rocky landscapes, gravity
much less than that of Earth, and no oxygen in the atmosphere.  Footprints last
for ages, jumping and running can be a bit unpredictable, and people have io
wear space-suits and helmets and have oxygen supplied to them. Edmund had
menaged to describe the exact conditions and problems that the men met who
first set foot on the moon, in July 1969.

So Edmund had done some research. He had been interested in astronomy
since he was a teenager, and in the early 1950s he read books and articles and
even other stories concerning the moon, building up in his mind as he kept some
ideas and discarded others, a picture of what the conditions on the moon's surface
might be like. And, as it turned out, Edmund had foretold the conditions on the
surface of the moon with uncanny accuracy, in both 'Ferry Rocket' and The
Intruders.

The above two paragraphs, which attempt to illustrate what science fiction is
about, are based around the Introductions which Edmund wrote for a couple of his
books. Indeed, other paragraphs in this article are based around ones Edmund
wrote, and there are also quotes from an interview, and from reviews and cther
sources. In this article, | show what Edmund considered science fiction to be
apout - rather than my own thoughts on the subject, and although in some places
I've supplied aiternative words, it is mainly Edmund’s voice which is written here.

Science fiction is about what could happen, or even what could have happened,
according to the laws of science - but it's not about things that in reality could not
occur. Edmund used to tell me that there are three kinds of SF: space-opera;
‘hard’ SF; and science fantasy. Science fantasy was, according to him, just
fantasy with a gloss of spaceships and so on, set in the future: recognisable by
such pure fantasy slements as bearning down to a planet and back to the ship via
means of some sort of matter transmitter, or time-travel.

‘Space-opera’, likened to the SF equivalent of soap-opera, was like science
fantasy, except that it tended to be less fantastic and concentrated a lot on
gadgets and possible new inventions of the future and most of it takes place away
from Earth. 'Hard’ SF was what he thought of as proper science fiction and was a
literature of the possible, according to Edmund’'s definition of it.  What might
happen, if...







