The Brain Child v. The invisible Boy

The Brain Child was a short story of Edmund’s that was published in 1956.
The Invisible Boy was a film that came out in 1957, directed by Herman Hoffman.

Edmund wrote The Brain Chiild to ’'satirise our optimistic attitude to the
development of computers.” -1 '

The story was written in the early 1950s - 'at a time when, for most of us, the
idea of a talking computer was laughable. For reasons which still baffle me, the
story was an instant and overwhelming success. During the course of one year, it
was translated into about a dozen languages. it was also anthologised, broadcast
and eventually rendered into what | regard as one of the worst science fiction films
of all time.” - 2

When The Brain Child was published in America, in the Saturday Evening Post
(June 23rd, 19586) it was given a new title: The Invisible Boy. It was also in 1956
that that classic SF film Forbidden Planet was released.

The rest, as they say, is history (as Edmund used to say). But the film The
Invisible Boy had lost his story.

in The Brain Child, a scientist, Dr. Thomas Merrinoe, has designed, built, and is
developing a super computer for Imperial Electric Inc. This computer, which can
talk and understand speech, is called Peeping Tom.

Dr. Merrinoe's wife is 'a sensible blonde’ cailed Mary, and they have a
ten-year-old son called Timothy. - 3 :

in the story, partly because his son seems a bit siow and uninterested in
anything, and partly because Dr. Merrinoe has to look after him for a while, he
introduces Timothy to the computer, and leaves him in the 'care’ of the machine,
while he gets on with his work.

Peeping Tom teaches Timothy a few things. One day, Dr. Merrinoe returns
home to find that Timothy has managed to make himself invisible. His parents beg
Timothy to make himself visible, but he does not go and do this until his father
bets twenty-five doilars that it can’t be done.

Shortly, visible again, Timothy comes back downstairs. He’s decided to begin
work on a new project: Anti-gravity!

The story ends with Dr. Merrinoe feeling faint, trying to work out how much it's
going to cost him to persuade Timothy not to go to the moon!

Alas, the film The invisible Boy had little in common with Edmund’s story. Some
of the film posters proclaimed:
"THE SCIENCE-MONSTER WHO WOULD DESTROY THE WORLDY’

In the film, the main character set-up is still the same: Dr. Merrinoe (played by
Philip Abbott), Mary (Diane Brewster), their ten-year-old son 'Timmie' (Richard
Eyer), and a super-computer. But none of the other characters in the film,
including Robbie the Robot, had been in Edmund’s story.

Robbie the Robot is probably the most famous SF robot around the world and,
if not, then certainly in the top five. I'm not talking about androids here, but good
old fashioned chunky robots. Big and cianky, and oddly friendly, he moved slowly
on his 'legs’ and spoke in a sort of 'hollow’ electric voice - he was an instant hit







