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cannot help wondering why midnight was so important to Edmund, and what it
 have meant for him.  Quite a few of his poems mention midnight, and some
cven have the word in their titles: Midnight.  Midnight My Morality.  Midnight
Metaphysics.

This piece is just a few quotes from letters, between my parents, concerning the
time it took for Edmund to write The Uncertain Midnight, and the time it took to get
published.

Edmund and Valerie first met in January 1957, though they had been writing to
cach other before this.  Shortly afterwards, he began wriling the novel that was to be
The Uncertain Midnight and some of the places where the story takes place are
where he and Valerie went to in their early courting days of 1957.

1. In a letter from Edmund, August 1957, he wrote that he had just finished writing
Chapter 4. "Hope to type it out today and start Chapter 5 tomorrow. It seems to be
coming on wonderfully’.

2. But Chapter 5 got delayed. In a letter from later in August 1957, Edmund
wrote:

I's now 17 days since we last saw each other, and I don’t think I've ever known
a longer 17 days - except when we were being chased by a U-boat for precisely that
period... 1 am about to start Chapter 5. Always a nerve-shaking sensation, starting
a new chapter: you never know whether you'll get off on the right foot.”

3. And from mid-September 1957:

You and I are so necessary to each others existence that a lifetime of odd
weekends is quite unthinkable.  It's amusing that I, the disreputabie pagan, am a
greal believer in miracies while you, a slightly unorthodox Christian, are sceptical... |
shall have to convert you to a life of sin and faith... 1 am sending you Chapters 7
and 8. Let me have them back as soon as you've read them, because [ use the carbon
for reference... I think I rather care for Vivain - possibly not as much as for
Valerie.  But she definitely has something.  The question is - What?  Seriously, you
rust tell me exactly what you think of the chapters.  1t’s important.”

4. On November 18th 1957, Valerie wrote:

‘I enclose the British Museum pamphlet, also an underground map..... 1 don’t
know how the B.M. comes into the story, but if it's of any use to you the Reading
Reom has another book gailery running completely round it and to get up to it you
have to go through doors which are concealed hy false bookshelves on the ground
floor. T thought maybe if the B.M. was being used for any dastardly purposes in the
novel this might be useful!”

5. Letter from Cdmund dated Christmas Eve 1957, Ballantine had agreed fo take
the novel before it was complete:

"The contracts have arrived from the States.  Fantastically good terms - but not
quite so much in advance.  Royalties of 4% on the first 10,000 paperbacks, and of







