'Murmer in the Small Boats'

Edmund was a radio-operator in World War Two, and served as such on at least
three ships. So, do memories of that time occur in his writing?  In his story,
Second Chance, there's reference to some enemy airmen killed at sea, and this is
also referred to in Transit.  In 'The Rings of Tantaluls’, Conrad has a brief
memory of having once seen a man laughing with his stomach gashed open. But
nowhere though is there any reference to the tug-boat race.

Of boats, however, there are one or two scenes in ‘The Cloud Walker' worth
mentioning. The Freebooters have all their ships (which are made of wood) in a
harbour on the Sussex coast, and Kieron and some of the townsfolk decide to try
and blow these up at night. To do this, they get small boats and load them with
combustible stuff and whale oil, and set off down the river towards the harbour,
under the cover of darkness. Unfortunately, they are spotted by an enemy patrol
and most of the men in the small boats are killed,

Another small boat, this one specially constructed for the task, features in
‘Sea-horse in the Sky’. In this novel, some of the characters use a small boat to
go down river and beneath a barrier of coldness, on a mission to explore the
region beyond it.

Towards the end of 'The Cloud Walker’, having dealt some damage to the
enemy, Kieron is rescued out of the sea by a small French boat that is from
Arromanches. From D-Day+1 onwards, Edmund’s tug-boat the Empire Jonathan
was helping establish the Muiberry harbour at Arromanches.

Presumably, in "The Uncertain Midnight', and in ‘Who Needs Men?’ there are
probably memories in some of the scenes that involve fighting, but it's hard to
guess what might have happened and what is fiction. But, in 'The Cloud Walker'
and in 'Sea-horse in the Sky’, the common elements of small boats going along a
river on a mission into enemy territory seem to possibly hint at something that
Edmund might have done during the war.

Edmund was a seaman from some time in 1943, serving on a tug-boat (1944),
an oil-tanker (1944) and a cargo ship (1945), working as a Radio Officer.
But...well, there are discrepancies, and blank spaces in that particular history. It
seemed that the more new research we did about Edmund’s time in the war the
more new questions we had unanswered. For every two or three spaces we
managed to fill, another new one aiways came up. On the face of it. overall,
Edmund was a Merchant Seaman and okay, so the relevant information about
Operation Overlord is still Classified...yet even so, there are still periods of time we
know nothing about - particularly what he was doing in the fall of 1943.

One evening | had a strange experience. | was reading a poem of Edmund’s,
"Autumn Voyage', for only about the second or third time ever.
As | was reading the last verse, a sudden image came into my mind: it was like
& memory, but much much sharper - in terms of details and focus.
‘i, who have watched the sea-wind
stir a turquoise pool of stars in the night valley'.
Suddenly, it was as if | was half there, with him. | had only to close my eyes to







